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SECRET BEIRUT 1320 

JOINT DEFENSE/STATE MESSAGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, MARR, LE, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN GENERAL HANNA SAID 
AND PRESIDENT SARKIS 

REF: BEIRUT 1276 (DTG 221712Z MAR 77) (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: INDICATIONS THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS MAY 
REPLACE GEN HANNA SAID AS ARMY CG TODAY CAUSE CONCERN 
IN CHRISTIAN AREA. PHALANGE AND PNL EXTREMISTS MAY 

USE DISMISSAL AS TEST OF STRENGTH WITH SARKIS AND 
ATTEMPT TO BRING ABOUT DOWNFALL OF GOVERNMENT. 

GEN SAID ALLEGED TO BE CONSIDERING DEPLOYING WITH 
CHRISTIAN MILITIA TO THE SOUTH IF DISMISSED. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE MARCH 24. DATT WAS 
INFORMED BY RELIABLE SOURCE THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS 
HAD MADE A DECISION TO REPLACE GEN HANNA SAID WITH 
BRIG GENERAL SIMONE SOUHEID SAME DAY. GRIG GENERAL 
SOUHEID IS A PRO-WESTERN 53-YEAR-OLD MARONITE AND 
FORMER CHEHABIST OFFICER WHO IS HIGHLY RESPECTED 
BY BOTH MOSLEM AND MODERATE CHRISTIAN OFFICERS. 
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3. ARMY HEADQUARTERS WAS TENSE MORNING MARCH 24; 

ABOUT 50 ARMED SOLDIERS WERE AT THE MAIN GATE AND 
NUMEROUS OFFICERS WERE ARRIVING FROM OTHER CAMPS. 

GEN SAID HAD CALLED AN ASSEMBLY OF THE APPROXIMATE 
500 CHRISTIAN OFFICERS TO ASK FOR THEIR SUPPORT. LATER 
IT WAS LEARNED THAT. CONTRARY TO EXPECTATION, HE 
URGED MODERATION DURING THE MEETING AND ASKED 
THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN WITHOUT APPROVAL AND THAT 
EVERY OFFICER OBEY PRESIDENT. PRIOR TO ASSEMBLY, 

HE HAD INDICATED TO RELIABLE SOURCE THAT IF SIDMISSED 
HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO RALLY CHRISTIAN FOLLOWERS BY 
TAKING COMMAND OF CHRISTIAN MILITIAS AND GOING TO 
THE SOUTH, WHERE HE WOULD CONTINUE FIGHTING WITH 
THE OBJECTIVE OF CREATING A SEPARATE MARONITE 
ENCLAVE. LOCAL AP REPORTER INFORMED DATT THAT AN 
IDF GENERAL OFFICER VISITED QULAYAH ON 23 MARCH. 

THIS WAS CORROBORATED BY A LEBANESE CHRISTIAN 
MILITARY SOURCE AND COULD CONCEIVABLY HAVE SOME 
BEARING ON HANNA SAID'S CONSIDERATION OF SOUTHERN 
MOVEMENT. 

4. DISMISSAL OF HANNA SAID IS UNAVOIDABLE STEP IN 
REBUILDING OF LEBANESE ARMY. THERE WAS 
DISAGREEMENT, HOWEVER, BETWEEN LEBANESE FRONT 
AND PRESIDENT SARKIS ON WHETHER THIS WOULD BE DONE 
PRIOR TO A POLITICAL SOLUTION. LEBANESE CHRISTIANS 
TRUST HANNA SAID AND HAVE WANTED TO KEEP HIM IN 
POWER AS LONG AS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF HIS HARD-LINE 
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ATTITUDE, HIS GUARDIANSHIP OF SURRENDERED CHRISTIAN 

HEAVY WEAPONS, AND HIS COORDINATION OF CAMPAIGN IN THE SOUTH. 

DATT HAS BEEN TOLD THERE HAVE BEEN AT LEAST THREE 

HIGH-LEVEL ANTI-PAKRADOUNI PHALANGIST AND PNL 

EXTREMIST MEETINGS THIS PAST WEEK, WHICH PLANNED 

TO CAPITALIZE ON A SARKIS/SAID CONFRONTATION, WITH 

VARIOUS SUBVERSIVE ACTIONS INTENDED TO FORCE SARKIS 

FROM OFFICE. REPORTEDLY, CHRISTIAN EXTREMISTS 

WILL ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT CHRISTIAN INDIGNATION AT 

DISMISSAL OF SAID AND FAILURE OF THE PRESIDENT TO 

PUNISH THE CHOUF KILLERS TO CREATE DEMONSTRATION 

IN CHRISTIAN AREAS, INCIDENTS AGAINST SYRIANS, 

DESTRUCTION OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, BOMBINGS 
OF OFFICIALHOMES AND THE ASSASSINATION OF MINDEF 
FOUAD BOUTROS. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MUCH FAITH TO PUT IN 
THESE REPORTS. 

5. COMMENT: SHOWDOWN WITH CHAMOUNISTS MENTIONED 
IN REFTEL MAY BE AT HAND. IT HARD TO PREDICT HOW IT 
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WILL GO. SARKIS PRESUMABLY CAN COUNT ON SYRIANS 
TO SUPPORT HIM. AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ONCE HE HAS 
TAKEN A DECISION AND SHOWS HE MEANS IT, TROOPS WILL 
FALL INTO LINE. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, THAT 
MILITANT CHRISTIANS WILL MAKE GOOD THEIR THREATS. 

WE HOPE REASON WILL PREVAIL, BUT HAVE NO ASSURANCE 
IT WILL. 

PARKER 
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